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Commissioner Stout to testify against SB 182 

 
El Paso, Austin – El Paso County Commissioner David Stout will testify before the state Senate 

Finance Committee on Thursday, April 9 to offer his strong opposition to Senate Bill 182 on behalf 

of El Paso County.  

 

The legislation, authored by Sen. Paul Bettencourt (R-Houston), would significantly limit local 

governmental control over assessing and collecting ad valorem taxes that provide vital services to 

the public, including police and fire department protection. The legislation, if adopted, would halve 

the property tax rollback rate from eight percent to four percent. Additionally, the bill would trigger 

a ratification election if a city, county, or special district adopts a tax rate above the proposed four 

percent rollback rate. Currently, an election to ratify such a tax rate only takes place if the citizens 
in a political subdivision petition for one.   

 

Commissioner Stout issued the following statement: 

 

“The state legislature does not levy property taxes, nor can it set tax rates. School districts, cities, 

counties, and special districts levy property taxes to provide services to the public they serve, as it 

should be. After all, who better understands the needs of a community than the local political units 

that represent those communities? While tax relief may sound appealing to Texans, the truth is that 

most homeowners will see little savings as property values change constantly. This legislation is 

merely an attempt for the state’s leadership to advance a political agenda that ultimately does more 

harm than good to the public.  

 

“This legislation will curtail local governments’ efforts to shape policy based on community needs; 

stymie growth and economic development; ignore added costs local governments face to address 



unfunded state mandates and emergencies; and will result in costly elections each time the rollback 

rate is exceeded.  

 

“Local communities will be forced to borrow more money to complete capital improvement projects, 

putting them in greater debt and ultimately giving tax payers a larger burden to bear. The state’s 

leadership is trying to impose this at a time when the state’s budget is flush, while local governments 

are getting deeper and deeper in debt. Collectively, local governments throughout the state are 

already about $205 billion in debt.   

 

“Like many in the state’s leadership who perceive the federal government to be overreaching into state 

affairs, we at the county level believe that state government is interfering with local affairs. Year after 

year, legislative session after legislative session, the state’s leadership consistently preaches about 

giving local governments control over their own destiny. If that is truly their philosophy, then state 

lawmakers should scuttle SB 182.”     

 

 

 


